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Stanley Ritchie: Beforethe Chinrest: A Violinist's Guideto the Mysteries of Pre-Chinrest Technique and Style
(Publications of the Early Music Institute) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Before the Chinrest: A Violinist's Guide to the Mysteries of Pre-Chinrest Technique and Style
(Publications of the Early Music Institute):

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding - a must have for period violinistsBy JHWThisisa
powerful book, with excellent insightsin it for anyone interested in string music pre-1800, and anyone interested in
being a better violinist. It has material that is appropriate for violinists on al levels from beginner to advanced,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008FKKGWO

including extensive discussion on how to liberate yourself from the tyranny of the printed page and really understand
what you are trying to do musically. (The discussion on double-stops alone is worth the price of the book.) The
technical requirements are demanding and go in a very different direction from current performance philosophy, but |
found myself asking such questions as 'if doing as Professor Richie recommends produces better tone for Baroque
performance, is there some principle | can apply to get a better tone when | am playing more recent compositions
using a modern instrument and bow? There are some challenges - the book uses terms that assume you have some
background (e.g. pronation) - and there is aways the thought that 'if 1 do this, will it make it harder to switch back to a
late Romantic style when | need to? 'Will | become better or just confused? Likewise, perpetual problem with any
how-to book, isthat it is nice to have ateacher around to say 'yes or ‘relax your upper arm more.' For all of these
issues, it isimportant to remember that the book is a starting point for what can be a very valuable musical
journey.Great book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A precise handbook for the baroque violinistBy
BestemorThis book is an excellent reference for playing the baroque violin and viola. The contents treat intonation,
position for holding the instrument and exercises for success. Professor Ritchie shares important information based on
his years of teachiing and playing the instruments.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Thisis agreat
book!By Customerlf you are interested to learn about baroque performance practice this is the book to buy. Y ou will
learn about bowing techniques and inflections that are in the music if read with atrained eye. The author has taught at
Indiana University for over 30 years - essentialy thisis his method book for teaching early music. Highly
recommended.

Drawing on the principles of Francesco Geminiani and four decades of experience as a barogque and classical violinist,
Stanley Ritchie offers avaluable resource for anyone wishing to learn about 17th-18th-and early 19th-century violin
technique and style. While much of the work focuses on the technical aspects of playing the pre-chinrest violin, these
approaches are a so applicable to the viola, and in many ways to the modern violin. Before the Chinrest includes
illustrated sections on right- and left-hand technique, aspects of interpretation during the Baroque, Classical, and early-
Romantic eras, and a section on developing proper intonation.

"Violinists will... find in this book much that is useful and valuable, sinceit is drawn from Ritchiersquo;s many years
of experience playing and teaching the instrument." ?Early Music America'Before the Chinrest includes many
thoughtful suggestions on both technique and musical expression, and its numerous musical exercises... will no doubt
greatly assist violinists seeking to perform the Barogque and Classical repertoire in a stylistically appropriate manner."
?Performance Practice "[Ritchie's] book is accessible and authoritative, and moves what was once specialist
information into the mainstream. Moreover, he may just inspire us to spice our music-making with the kind of
informed variety and contextual fidelity that would do justice to one of historyrsquo;s most diverse and fecund periods
of invention." ?Early Music"Professor Stanley Ritchie shares his extensive experience distilled from 40 years of
performing and teaching early violin, adding his thorough knowledge of historical sources on 17th and 18th century
performance practice. He writesin an elegant, easy to follow style, using terms which a modern violinist can easily
relate to..... The book is practically based and best read with aviolin in hand?in fact the last section, which amounts to
one third of the book, consists of an extensive exercise system for left hand intonation and technique. Hereisan
exceptionally useful resource for al violinists." ?Stringendo'Before the Chinrest' is aimed at modern violinists and
viola players who are Isquo;curious to learn about technique and style as understood and practised by their seventeenth
and eighteenth-century predecessorsrsquo;, so it is designed as a practical guide and includes awealth of information,
musical examples and technical exerciseshellip; Ritchie divides the book into four sections: right-hand technique, left-
hand technique, interpretation, and a technique and intonation practice guide. | found myself in agreement with a great
number of his points about matters technical and interpretative, and many of his technical exercises would be
extremely helpful to those new to period playing.hellip; Classical Music, Dec 2012"Useful and elegantly written,
Stanley Ritchie's book will be a most valuable resource to accomplished modern violinists wishing to learn to play the
baroque violin." ?Marc Destrubeacute;, violinistAbout the AuthorStanley Ritchie is an internationally recognized
violinist, teacher, and recording artist. He is a professor at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University
Bloomington and the 2009 recipient of the Howard Mayer Brown Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Field of
Early Music.



