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Beech Mountain Historical Society : Beech Mountain (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beech Mountain (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Very Interesting Look at Beech Mountain's PastBy HeatherMy 
husband and I have a vacation condo (Beech Mountain Bliss) on Beech Mountain, NC, that we rent out; and so it was 
a given that we would be buying a copy of this book for our guests to enjoy while staying at our place. However, we 
really enjoyed reading through it ourselves. In addition to a very large and interesting collection of photographs, it had 
more written information in it than a lot of these types of books I've seen. In particular, I really enjoyed the section 
about the Wizard of Oz theme park that used to be up on the mountain. I have been told I visited it when I was a small 
child, and I enjoyed reading up on the descriptions of the park and getting a glimpse of how it used to be. Every Fall, 
one weekend in October, the remaining structures are opened up to visitors who'd like to enjoy re-visiting a childhood 
memory. Anyway, it was quite amazing to read about the fame and extravagance that were part of the Beech Mountain 
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and its Ski Resort's (formerly Ski Beech, now Beech Mountain Resort) first decades of business. One small example: 
elephants marched up the side of the mountain and stayed for three days along with their circus one Summer back 
then. World-famous athletes and celebrities made appearances on a regular basis. With all the improvements and 
encouraging winter weather we've been enjoying lately, perhaps such heady times are in the process of returning to the 
Mountain again!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy M. HubbardLots of good pictures and 
interesting information about Beech Mountain.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice book...was a 
requested Wish List gift by our sonBy Audrey SA requested 'wish list' Christmas gift well received.

Beech Mountain was once a rugged wilderness known only to the Cherokee Indians. Eventually hunters, loggers, 
moonshiners, and settlers made their marks upon the mountain. In the 1960s, Tom Brigham, a Birmingham dentist, 
envisioned a ski resort in the South and chose Beech Mountain as the perfect site. Grover Robbins, a timber man and 
developer from Blowing Rock, turned Brigham's vision into the Carolina Caribbean Corporation, which developed a 
four-season resort with the Land of Oz at the top. Initially lots sold faster than roads could be built to reach them, and 
the overextended company went bankrupt. Property owners rallied to preserve what had been created, and in 1981, the 
mountain reinvented itself as a charming town and popular resort destination. In addition to a core of permanent 
residents, it draws thousands of visitors annually for skiing, hiking, spectacular scenery, cool summers, and excellent 
golf, tennis, and other recreational facilities--and for the special feeling that is Beech Mountain.


