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Ronnie Clark Coffey : Bear Mountain  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Bear Mountain: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Family TiesBy S.HodyBought this book for my mom since my 
grandfather has an image and is mentioned within the book's history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Good read and history (a small amount I have a different view)By MARTIN P FAHERTYGood overview of the parks 
history. I think Harriman's ownership and role and the politics of the day should modify those paragraphs ( small 
observation )3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Bear Mountain by ronnie CoffeyBy Christine E. CentiI 
sent this to my Dad since he grew up in the area and his Dad was a Bear Mountain cop. We have heard stories about 
Bear Mountain all our lives. Dad loved the book and read it in a few hours. Mom loved the book. They asked me to 
send copies to my brothers, who loved the book. Dad has his own stories and memories to add to the book and will 
write them in the borders for me. If you have any connection to Bear Mountain or just interested in the area, this book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B009ACH5KC


is for you.

Bear Mountain, once home to Native Americans and early settlers, had evolved by the 20th century into one of the 
nations most outstanding public parks. Threatened by quarrying operations and the relocation of Sing Sing Prison, this 
integral section of the Hudson Highlands was saved by the combined efforts of local citizens and the Palisades 
Interstate Park Commission. Graced by a deep, picturesque lake at the foot of the mountain and accessible by 
riverboat, train, and automobile, Bear Mountain State Park became a playground for New York City residents. 
Visionary park management enabled the park to expand, encompassing nature exhibits, a zoo, camps, and restaurants. 
It continues to be a year-round recreation center featuring hiking, boating, swimming, and cross-country skiing.

About the AuthorRonnie Clark Coffey is a historical researcher, teacher, and lecturer. She is a longtime resident of the 
Highlands and has frequented the park since her childhood. She is a member of the New Yorkndash;New Jersey Trail 
Conference and the former executive director of the Constitution Island Association at West Point. The vintage images 
in this book have been compiled from public archives as well as personal collections. 


