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I Wayan Dibia, Rucina Ballinger : Balinese Dance, Drama Music: A Guide to the Performing Arts of Bali 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Balinese Dance, Drama 
Music: A Guide to the Performing Arts of Bali: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Authoritative, beautiful and a must have for anyone interested in 
Bali, or in performanceBy William O. BeemanThis is the only recent book on this topic. It is authoritative, beautifully 
illustrated and a complete bargain for the price. People go to Bali and hang out on the beach and go to cheap tourist 
performances. This book tells the lay person (and even many experts) about the true ritual life in Bali which is 
enormous, complex and infinitely fascinating. The authors are two of the most authoritative researchers on Balinese 
traditional performance. Highly, highly recommended.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential pre-
trip reading!By Martin AdamsGreat book! Explains different parts of the culture in detail. Of course, for more depth, 
you will need to consider additional resources. However, this book is visually beautiful and will make your trip to Bali 
much more culturally worthwhile! Enjoy0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful Book!By 
Weekend GardenerBeautiful book! Chock full of information and gorgeous photographs!

Bali has long been known for its deep spirituality and extraordinary artistic heritage. The dances, dramas, puppetry and 
music of Bali are more than icons for the island; they are part and parcel of lifemdash;as expressions of devotion to the 
gods, as entertainment, and as a way of instilling cultural values on each generation. Balinese Dance, Drama Music is 
a lavishly illustrated introduction to Bali's celebrated temple orchestra, the gamelan, to its ancient shadow puppet 
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theater, and to a myriad of traditional and contemporary dances and dance-dramas that continue to enthrall locals and 
visitors alike. Ideal reading for visitors to the island as well as for anyone interested in Balinese culture, the book 
presents the history and function of each performance genre, with illustrations and photographs to aid in identification. 
Introductory sections discuss the way performing arts are learned in Bali and the basic Balinese values which are 
passed on in these forms, as well as some of the basic religious and cultural tenets that are expressed in the arts and the 
functions of the forms themselves. Different sections describe particular forms of performing arts, such as Gong 
Angklung, Legong, the Keraton dance, Wayang Kulit, and the new phenomenon of women's gamelan groups, the 
evolution of each and the place it has in the culture of Bali. The book is enhanced with a bibliography and discography 
and over 150 specially prepared watercolors of Balinese performers and performances.

About the AuthorDr. I Wayan Dibia is a dancer, musician and, more especially, a choreographer. He received his 
Ph.D. from the University of California in 1992 and a professorship in choreography from the College of Indonesian 
Arts in Denpasar in 1999. Rucina Ballinger is an American educator and lecturer on Balinese culture. She is an 
accomplished dancer and gamelan player and has toured extensively with various Balinese groups. She has lived in 
Ubud with her Balinese husband and two sons since 1985. Barbara Anello is a self-employed American artist, writer 
and photographer who divides her time between Manhattan and Bali. She has exhibited her paintings and photographs 
in the US, Europe and Asia. The paintings shown here were specially prepared for this book. 


