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Hank Bordowitz : Bad Moon Rising: The Unauthorized History of Creedence Clearwater Revival  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bad Moon Rising: The 
Unauthorized History of Creedence Clearwater Revival: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The trials and tribulations of John C FogertyBy Jeffrey 
CrawfordSome have called it one of the rock 'n' roll's saddest tales, how a genuinely great band was torn apart by 
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greed and betrayal. But it's also a story full of brilliant music and success - something which a lot of bands never 
achieve.Hank Bordowitz does a solid job of the CCR roller coaster ride, without taking sides too much.It's hard not to 
be sympathetic with CCR leader John Fogerty, the band's outstanding talent, lead singer/guitarist and songwriter, but 
it's also evident that he was a bit of a dictator at times and incredibly stubborn.He could have allowed some extra 
creative input from other band members (especially brother Tom), but refused for quite a while. After Tom departed in 
frustration, he pretty much forced Stu Cook and Doug Clifford to write songs for CCR's final (and worst) album, 
Mardi Gras. It seemed to be a petulant display to say: "See, I told you so,"But he also suffered for it, particularly in his 
acrimonious split with the Fantasy label and its chief, Saul Zaentz, another stubborn man who made an awful lot of 
money off J. Fogerty.It led to years of in-fighting and litigation, and impacted on John's own writing and career. For 
many years he suffered from writer's block, and refused to play his great CCR songs on stage.CCR is a case of a quick 
rush of brilliance and success (seven albums in four years), and a lot of suffering afterwards. John Fogerty has 
survived and thrived (as has the music), which is a good thing, but the story of CCR really shouldn't have been this 
painful. An eye-opening account that will interest any fan.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great 
American bandBy FlagstaffI enjoyed this history of the band very much, but would have welcomed recent, relevant 
John Fogarty comment. I understand that is not the author's fault. Somehow, we never seemed to get the real insider's 
gist on the tensions: some deeper analysis and harder pressing of Clifford and Cook might have overcome that. 
Despite protests, it seems the best was John's work alone, with him supplying all the songs and doing most of the 
production. They have been together a long time honing the sound in live work (cf the Beatles). When the others 
demanded more say in writing, they got it and the results were not terrific (Tom had already gone). This is all a shame. 
With stronger management, a record company with more sensitivity and maybe a producer or creative adviser or 
agency able to coordinate, soothe egos and take the load of John F a longer band life might have resulted. However, 
when I play the music I remain stunned by the standard of the songs and the performances. Great, simple American 
music. All that in such a short time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Control Freak Foggerty (CFF)By 
stephen dupreeWell written and interesting. John Foggerty seems like he wants to be nice but very controlling and 
doesn't want the other three members of CCR to have anything to do with decisions. The group should have started off 
with a manager but did not and John took charge. After a while the other 3 members wanted to put in their parts with 
the songs and were told by John ok but when the time came he changed and didn't like their participation. This guy 
seems to be all over the place afraid that someone else is taking credit. I got the impression he has serious issues and is 
just what I said he's a big time control freak. After being inducted into the Rock and Roll HOF he plays on stage with 
other musicians and had it planned that way weeks before. If you want to know what CCR was like internally just read 
this, it should give you a good idea of what went on.

Rightly called the saddest story in rock 'n' roll history, this Creedence biography—newly updated with stories from 
band members, producers, business associates, close friends, and families—recounts the tragic and triumphant tale of 
one of Americarsquo;s most beloved bands. Hailed as the great American rock band from 1968 to 1971, Creedence 
Clearwater Revival captured the imaginations of a generation with classic hits like “Proud Mary,rdquo; “Down on the 
Corner,rdquo; “Green River,rdquo; “Born on the Bayou,rdquo; and “Whorsquo;ll Stop the Rain.rdquo; Mounting 
tensions among bandmates over vibrant guitarist and lead vocalist John Fogertyrsquo;s creative control led to the 
band's demise. Tracing the lives of four musicians who redefined an American roots-rock sound with unequaled 
passion and power, this music biography exposes the bitter end and abandoned talent of a band left crippled by debt 
and dissension.

"Bordowitz brings CCRrsquo;s complex story to life . . . [He] never takes sides or passes judgment yet brilliantly 
illuminates the tragedy of CCRrsquo;s lost potential."nbsp; mdash;Library Journal 


