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Karl Besel, Viviana Andreescu : Back to the Future: New Urbanism and the Rise of Neotraditionalism in Urban 
Planning  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Back to the 
Future: New Urbanism and the Rise of Neotraditionalism in Urban Planning: 

Back to the Future explores new urbanism and urban revitalization within the context of public policy trends such as 
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regional governance and the role of nonprofits. The purpose of this book is to provide students and professionals alike 
with a context for examining the beginnings of new urbanism, as well as to illustrate how this movement has become a 
nationwide trend in response to changing demographics and the real estate crisis. The book primarily utilizes 
comparative case studies within both inner city and suburban areas. While a growing number of articles have been 
written on both suburban and inner city new urbanist communities, few books have connected new urbanism to its 
roots in historical preservation communities. This book distinguishes itself from other works by assessing the 
commonalities between greenfield (suburban) new urbanist development and inner city (redevelopment) projects.

Karl Besel and Viviana Andreescu show a clear grasp of the changes that have taken place in how Americans [have 
lived their lives and built] their cities and towns over the last hundred years. In this comprehensive review of recent 
planning trends, they recognize the impact of technological changes that [affect] city planning, building, and housing 
and provide good guidance about how to find the path to constructing more livable and healthier communities. (James 
Brainard, Mayor, City of Carmel, IN)This is a wonderful and fascinating collection that challenges prevailing models 
of urban development in mid-sized American cities. The book presents various case studies . . . that allow the reader to 
rethink current and future issues of urban planning and the nature of socioeconomic development at the center of 
American society. (William Mello, PhD, Indiana University)About the AuthorKarl Besel received his PhD in urban 
and public affairs from the University of Louisville, where he specialized in organizational administration. He is an 
associate professor and graduate program director in the Department of Public Administration and Health 
Management at Indiana University Kokomo. His research interests include new urbanism, economic development, 
nonprofit management, executive succession planning, civil society, and organizational sustainability.Viviana 
Andreescu received her PhD in urban and public affairs from the University of Louisville. She is an associate 
professor in the Department of Justice Administration at the University of Louisville. Her research interests include 
social justice and public policy issues related to social and cultural minorities, violent crimes, fear of crime, and 
residential satisfaction and urban development. 


