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Rory Maclean : Back in the USSR: Heroic Adventures in Transnistria  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Back in the USSR: Heroic Adventures in Transnistria: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A travelogue with a difference!By Joanne M. BuyniskiBeautifully-
photographed, surreal, and achingly funny tale of a republic struggling to make a place for itself in the world. 
Thoroughly enjoyable!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The prime minister's tripletsBy frnczThis is a 
charming book, plunging the reader in a world that few in the West can comprehend or even believe that it is for real. 
The story is of great significance as it sheds light on the surprising consequences of the unwinding of the Soviet 
Union. Here is a people in search of identity in a topsy-turvy world where little people have little say in their destiny. 
And yet, with humour, love of their homeland and belief in a better future, the people demonstrate resilience out of 
which grows optimism. The bitter-sweet commentary and photographs of a bleak place where colour radiates from the 
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faces of the people bring Transnistria to life. Dantzinger and MacLean show how images and text, beautifully paired, 
can create a world that rises out of the pages into the reader's mind and into the reader's imagination. I hope the time-
line evolves as predicted, and that the prime minister really has triplets.

Ian Fleming could not have imagined a better place to set a thriller: an upstart mini-state on the edge of Europe, 
Transnistria is a nowhereland, a Soviet museum occupied by Russian peace-keepers near the Black Sea. Its oligarchs 
in Adidas tracksuits hunt wild boar with AK-47s. Its young people train for revolution at the Che Guevara High 
School of Political Leadership. Its secret factories have supplied arms to Chechnya and electrical cable to Iran's 
Bushehr nuclear power plant. Its isolation and tiny size belie the real threat it poses to the West. To many observers, 
Transnistria is the North Korea of Europe. Yet its new president has launched a cunning coup of political marketing, 
appointing as his top ministers personable young women like the Facebook-savvy Cheryl Cole lookalike Foreign 
Minister, sexing-up the republic's image abroad, and using their glitter to obscure this internationally unrecognised 
non-state's shadowy past. Now Western ambassadors and foreign ministers are queuing up to meet them. Rory 
MacLean and Nick Danziger, two of Europe's most intrepid travellers and chroniclers, document life in the only 
country in the world not to have recognised the collapse of the Soviet Union. Readers will find themselves truly back 
in the USSRhellip; with a difference.
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