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Isaac H. Hobbs : Authentic Victorian Villas and Cottages: Over 100 Designs with Elevations and Floor Plans 
(Dover Architecture)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Authentic Victorian Villas and Cottages: Over 100 Designs with Elevations and Floor Plans (Dover Architecture): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Neat reprintBy R ErwinThis is a neat little book if you like Victorian 
domestic architecture.The book has an artists rendering and floor plan for well over 100 homes.Here are a couple 
things to note:1. Some of the plans are VERY small; I need a magnifying glass to see the details.2. The houses and 
plans are somewhat repetitious. They all come from one architectural firm and are mostly in the Italianate and French 
Mansard styles with a tiny bit of Gothic thrown in. Don't expect any Queen Anne or Stick-style homes.3. A number of 
the plans do not include the second floor and NONE of the plans include the cellars (with kitchens, etc.) or attics and 
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towers. The attics and towers make Victorian architecture unique, and so it is disappointing to not have them.4. Quite 
a few of the plans are a mirror image of the rendering, so it takes a bit to figure them out.That said, I am enjoying 
looking through the houses and plans.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Appealing designsBy Dylan L. 
WeberOnly disappointment is that there were a lot of homes that only offered the first floor plan, so the reader is left 
to imagine the layout of other floors. On the other hand, the written detail is quite nice.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerIf you love Victorian houses as much as I do this is a really good 
book this book has a lot of house plans with five or more bedrooms

More than 100 magnificent home plans provide lovers of Victoriana the finest examples of period architecture. 
Compiled by Isaac Hobbs, a prominent Philadelphia architect of the period, the book also offers an informative 
discussion on the principles and practices of practical home design and construction. Designs and floor and ground 
plans for villas, cottages, and other residences are revealed in 122 detailed engravings, among them a six-room 
ornamental cottage (without bathroom facilities) for $1,500; an elegant Elizabethan villa, with entry hall, library, china 
closet, and five bedrooms, for $27,000; and an ornate Gothic suburban residence, complete with parlor, sitting room, 
dressing rooms, six bedrooms, and two bathrooms, at a cost of $33,000.Invaluable to architects, preservationists, and 
home restorers, this authentic guide to a wealth of house styles from the late 1800s will also delight anyone intrigued 
by Victorian life.


