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A vibrant critical exchange between contemporary art and Christianity is being increasingly prompted by an
expanding programme of art installations and commissions for ecclesiastical spaces. Rather than 'religious art'
reflecting Christian ideology, current practices frequently initiate projects that question the values and traditions of the
host space, or present objects and events that challenge its visual conventions. In the light of these developments, this
book asks what conditions are favourable to enhancing and expanding the possibilities of church-based art, and how
can these conditions be addressed? What viable language or strategies can be formulated to understand and analyse
art's role within the church? Focusing on concepts drawn from anthropol ogy, comparative religion, art theory,
theology and philosophy, this book formulates alexicon of terms built around the notion of encounter in order to
review the effective uses and experience of contemporary art in churches. The author concludes with the prognosis
that art for the church has reached a critical and decisive phasein its history, testing the assumption that contemporary
art should be ataken-for-granted element of modern church life. Art and the Church: A Fractious Embrace uniquely
combines conceptual analysis, critical case studies and practical application in arigorous and inventive manner,
dealing specifically with contemporary art of the past twenty-five years, and the most recent developmentsin the
church's policies for the arts.

‘Thisis agenuinely ground-breaking book. Closely argued, carefully researched, and intellectually ambitious, it
examines precisely how today's often problematic relationship between the Christian churches and the visua artsis
playing out in both theory and practice. Cate's generous selection of case studies, ranging widely in denomination,
location and aesthetic genre, and often superbly illustrated, is an impressive art-historical monograph in itself. When
set, as here, within a broader conceptual framework that isitself both philosophically accessible and theologically
sensate, it will surely do much to reinvigorate and re-shape the current and future mind-sets of churchmen and artists
alike.' Graham Howes , Trinity Hall, Cambridge, UK About the AuthorJonathan K oestleacute;-Cate's academic
background in Fine Art and History of Art led to an early interest in the history of modern and contemporary art and
the church. Hiswriting on this subject first appeared in a collection of essays published in 2003 called Isquo;Painting,
Sculpture and the Spiritual Dimensionrsgquo;, edited by Brandon Taylor and Stephen Newton. Some years later, the
theme of contemporary art in and for the church formed the basis of his PhD, completed in 2012 at Goldsmiths
College, London. The process of this research allowed him to develop ideas cultivated over a decade of observing and
reviewing church-based projects. In 2013 K oestleacute;-Cate joined the editorial board of Art and Christianity, a
leading journal in thisfield, to which he has been aregular contributor for some years. In the same year he was invited
to become atrustee for Art and Sacred Places, an organisation committed to sponsoring contemporary art projectsin
sacred sites. He isamember of the International Association of Art Critics (AICA) and currently works at Goldsmiths
College as an Associate L ecturer.



