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From Wiley-Blackwell : Art and Ethical Criticism (New Directions in Aesthetics)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Art and Ethical Criticism (New Directions in 
Aesthetics): 

Through a series of essays, Art and Ethical Criticism explores the complex relationship between the arts and morality. 
Reflects the importance of a moral life of engagement with works of art Forms part of the prestigious New Directions 
in Aesthetics series, which confronts the most intriguing problems in aesthetics and the philosophy of art today 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005NZMT3S


"Hagberg draws together some of the top thinkers in aesthetics to consider the cross-impacts between these 
philosophical disciplines. The selections are widely representative of approaches to ethical criticism of artworks, and 
the ethical/aesthetic dimensions of the literary, visual, and auditory arts." (CHOICE) "Garry Hagberg's new anthology 
Art and Ethical Criticism consists of twelve new essaysmdash;ten by philosophers, one each by an art historian and a 
professor of Frenchmdash;together with a short foreword. The overall argument that emerges from these essays is that 
the first, broader topic (the powers and interest of art for human subjects) is more important than the second, narrower 
topic (the relation between artistic and moral value), and the essays are strongest exactly when they illuminate the 
powers and interest of art, precisely by not separating the artistic and ethical features of a work sharply from each 
other." (Notre Dame Philosophical s) "This is an excellent and genuinely useful collection of essays on a very 
important topic that is just beginning to receive wide attention from analytical philosophers." ndash;Ted Cohen, 
University of ChicagoFrom the Back CoverEarly in his philosophical career, Wittgenstein cryptically remarked that 
ldquo;Ethics and aesthetics are one and the same.rdquo; But is ldquo;the goodrdquo; really interchangeable with 
ldquo;the beautifulrdquo;? While aesthetics and moral values often do seem to go hand in hand, we all know that the 
devil is in the details. Art and Ethical Criticism explores these elusive details to shine a scholarly light on the complex 
relationship between the arts and morality. This groundbreaking work begins with a thorough examination of the 
historical roots of the concept of ethical criticism as it applies to literature, the visual arts, and music. A series of 
thought-provoking essays by leading philosophers then delves deeply into the complex network of interconnections 
between the ethical and aesthetic realms. Areas explored include ways of describing ethical content in the arts; the 
value of literary case-studies for moral understanding; distinct ethical issues that arise in connection with our exposure 
to visual art, artifacts, photography, and architecture; and the significance of moral relations as depicted in music and 
its performance. The result is a multifaceted, conceptual study that probes into the sublime nature of beauty, art, and 
morality to reveal that ethics and aesthetics are not one and the same after all ndash; but nor are they, according to any 
simple division, two. Art and Ethical Criticism is a stimulating and insightful inquiry into contemporary philosophical 
debates that lie at the intersection of aesthetics and moral philosophy. 


