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During the intellectual and cultural flowering of Scotland in the 18th century few subjects attracted as much interest
among men of letters as aesthetics - the study of art from the subjective perspective of human experience. All of the
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great philosophers of the age - Hutcheson, Hume, Smith and Reid - addressed themselves to aesthetic questions. Their
inquiries revolved around a cluster of issues - the nature of taste, beauty and the sublime, how qualitative differences
operate upon the mind through the faculty of taste, and how aesthetic sensibility can be improved through education.
This volume brings together and provides contextual introductions to the most significant 18th century writing on the
philosophy of art. From the pioneering study of beauty by Francis Hutcheson, through Hume's seminal essays on the
standard of taste and tragedy, to the end of the tradition in Dugald Stewart, we are swept up in the debate about art and
its value that fascinated the philosophers of enlightenment Scotland - and continues to do so to this day.

"A very well-chosen collection... the range of the volume provides something of a built-in syllabus." (Maureen Harkin
Eighteenth-Century Scotland) "Includes serious discussions on relations between art and morality very relevant now."
(Robert Calder Appraisal) "Attractive and inexpensive... avery important step toward addressing the problem [of the
availability of reasonably-priced texts]." (Steven A. Jauss American Society of Aesthetics Summer Newsl etter) About
the AuthorJonathan Friday is Senior Lecturer in History and Theory of Art at the University of Kent. He has published
on the philosophy of art and aesthetics, the history of philosophy and moral philosophy.



