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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent illustrations; astonishingly horrible organizationBy A. 
Kent-IsaacThe book opens with an exquisitely detailed illustration of a beautiful cuirassier armour and horse bard 
which I immediately recognized as having been made for Louis XIII of France, now located at the Musee d'Armee. 
Every articulation and every rivet of the armour is detailed, every shadow on the steel expertly rendered in cross-
hatching.The caption reads: German (17th century.)This is a good preview of the rest of the book. Incredible 
illustrations; totally bizarre, inaccurate, sketchy descriptions.Each page is scattered with illustrations, usually one or 
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two large central depictions of armours or weapons and then several other assorted pieces of armour or weaponry. 
Then the caption at the bottom will say something like: "French, German and Italian." There is absolutely no 
indication of WHICH of the illustrations corresponds to which of those descriptions. It doesn't even say "left to right, 
top to bottom" or whatever.Here's a sample page: a detail of a gauntlet, a round shield, a man in Gothic-style plate 
armour, a group of Medieval archers, two swords, and a Maximilian-style bellows visored close helmet. At the 
bottom: French, German and Spanish (15th century.)Uh...which is which? No explanation at all. Also, many times 
there will be items on the page which are not remotely within the stated time period - as in this example.Page 32 
shows some sort of brigandine or "jack of plate," next to a munitions-grade cuirassier's harness probably from some 
time during the Thirty Years War (1600s.) The caption claims that all the items on that page are from the 14th and 
15th centuries. No. No way in hell.It would have been great if someone with the most cursory knowledge of a 
chronological timeline of arms and armour had been involved in the creation of this book. I would really like to be 
able to know more about all of the interesting pieces shown. But there is no text accompanying the drawings, other 
than the wildly-inaccurate dates and countries of origin at the bottom of each page.However, the illustrations are all 
top-notch. They're all done in the same cross-hatched style, all extremely detailed. It is similar to the look of late 19th 
century engravings and newspaper illustrations, like the cartoons by Thomas Nast. That same kind of intricate line 
style. Very nice to look at.If you're an artist trying to draw historical battle scenes, this would be an absolutely 
invaluable resource, since one could easily learn to draw basic sketches of armour and weapons by first copying the 
drawings in this book, and then experimenting with modifying them.Overall I would recommend this book. I just need 
to point out how totally lacking in context all of the illustrations are. But it's really not that much of a problem. If 
you're just buying this book to look at the drawings, don't let that deter you. But if you want to actually learn about the 
armour and weapons, buy books like the Osprey series (Men at Arms) and read the articles on myarmoury.com.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. This is a Christmas present so i liked what came in but i'll have to wait 
until ...By ChickeyThis is a Christmas present so i liked what came in but i'll have to wait until after christmas to see if 
my grandson likes it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Mary A. Olsenvery nice reference

Over 750 detailed, high-quality illustrations from rare 19th-century sources: suits of armor, chain mail, swords, 
helmets, knives, crossbows and other implements, along with scenes of battle, soldiers, horses, artillery and more. 
Especially suitable for projects requiring a medieval or old-fashioned flavor, these illustrations will fill a myriad of 
needs for battle-related graphic art.

From the Back CoverOver thousands of years, man has developed an enormous variety of offensive and defensive 
weapons for use in battle as well as a vast array of armor and other protective devices. Now artists and illustrators can 
draw on this extensive archive for superb copyright-free illustrations of vintage arms, armor, and other battlefield 
paraphernalia.Choose from a rich trove of over 750 illustrations compiled from rare nineteenth-century sources. 
Included are detailed, high-quality depictionsmdash;arranged chronologically and, to some extent, 
geographicallymdash;of suits of armor, chain mail, swords, halberds, spears, pikes, lances, crossbows, axes, daggers, 
helmets, shields, knives, small arms, and a host of other implements, along with scenes of battle, siege, jousts, soldiers, 
horses, and more.Especially suitable for projects requiring a medieval or old-fashioned flavor, these illustrations 
reproduce extremely well. They will fill a myriad of needs for battle-related graphic art.Original Dover (1995) 
publication. 


