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From Routledge : Archives, Museums and Collecting Practicesin the Modern Arab World before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Archives, Museums and Collecting
Practicesin the Modern Arab World:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy silverdeerA good source of scholarly essays on the top
of museology in the Middle East.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01G2BOT8Y

Coallecting has along tradition in the Middle East but the museum as a public institution is relatively new. Today there
are national museums for antiquities in most Arab countries. While in some cases the political and socia climate has
hindered the foundation of museums, with existing collections even destroyed at times, the recent museum boom in
the Gulf States is again changing the outlook. This unique book isthe first to explore collecting practices in archives
and museums in the modern Arab world, featuring case studies of collecting practices in countries ranging from Egypt
and Lebanon to Palestine, Jordan, Iragq and the Gulf, and providing a theoretical and methodological basis for future
research. The authors are also concerned with investigating the relationship between past and present, since collecting
practicestell us agreat deal not only about the past but also about the ways we approach the past and present
conceptions of our identities. Collections can be textual aswell, asin the stories, memories or events selected,
recalled, and retold in the pages of atext. Asinterest in memory studies as well as popular and visual culture growsin
the Arab World, so collecting practices are at the heart of any critical approach to the past and the present in that
region. The book will be of great interest not only to scholars and students of the modern Arab world but also to
professionals in museums and collections in the region, as well as around the world.

"Thisis a pioneering book that sheds light on awide-ranging view of collecting practicesin the Arab world. Readers
interested in the cultural history of the region, the origins of modernity and the making of a national identity would
find it avital source. With the recent boom in the art market and the fever of collecting raging in the oil-rich Gulf
countries, thiswork offersacritical reflection and an essential reading for art historians, collectors, art dealers,
academics and students of art. It shall remain akey reference for yearsto come.' Kamal Boullata, Author of Palestinian
Art from 1850 to the PresentAbout the AuthorSonja Mejcher-Atassi is Assistant Professor in the Civilization Sequence
Program at the American University of Beirut, Lebanon. Her research focuses on modern Arabic literature and art,
interarts studies and book art. John Pedro Schwartz is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at the
American University of Beirut, where he specializes in modern British and American literature.



