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William Shakespeare : Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Full Life with FolgerBy Dianne S. GreeneNever formally studied 
this one, and the language is tough. This edition is much more user friendly than most. Studying Shakespeare in 
retirement is made easy by you.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Reliable and Easy to ReadBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00Y8OAFPY


BenedictArrangement of notes and text the best. Good intro. Interpretive essay clear helpful. The edition I use for my 
classes with seniors.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice Introduction to the playBy CustomerNice 
Introduction to the play. The Folger editions are always easy to connect with and explain passages that would 
otherwise remain obscure

Antony and Cleopatra dramatizes a major event in world history: the founding of the Roman Empire. The future first 
emperor, Octavius Caesar (later called Augustus Caesar), cold-bloodedly manipulates other characters and exercises 
iron control over himself. At first, he shares power with Mark Antony, Romersquo;s preeminent military leader, and 
the weaker Lepidus. Caesar needs Antony to fend off other Roman strongmen like Pompey; he even offers his sister 
Octavia to him as a bride, despite Antonyrsquo;s reputation as a libertine and his past rivalry with Caesar. Once Caesar 
defeats Pompey, however, he needs no allies. He brings charges against Lepidus, denies Antony his spoils from 
Pompeyrsquo;s defeat, and seizes cities in the eastern Roman colonies that Antony rules. The playrsquo;s emphasis, 
however, is on those whom Caesar defeats: Antony and his wealthy Egyptian ally, Queen Cleopatra. The play does not 
sugarcoat Antony and Cleopatrarsquo;s famous love affair, including her calculated attempts to seduce Antony from 
his duties and his rage when he thinks she has betrayed him to Caesar. Nonetheless, the lovers find such sensual and 
emotional satisfaction that Caesarrsquo;s world conquest seems smaller than what they find in each other. The 
authoritative edition of Antony and Cleopatra from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used 
Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes: -The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-
reference -Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation -Freshly edited text based on the best early printed 
version of the play -Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play -Scene-by-scene 
plot summaries -A key to the playrsquo;s famous lines and phrases -An introduction to reading Shakespearersquo;s 
language -An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play -Fresh images from 
the Folger Shakespeare Libraryrsquo;s vast holdings of rare books -An annotated guide to further reading Essay by 
Cynthia Marshall The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the worldrsquo;s largest collection 
of Shakespearersquo;s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to 
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and programs. For 
more information, visit Folger.edu.

ILLUSTRATED WITH MATERIAL IN THE FOLGER LIBRARY COLLECTION"It's hard to see how the New 
Folger Library's section on Shakespeare's language could be much better. An exceptionally good choice for an 
introductory text".-- The Shakespeare NewsletterAbout the AuthorWilliam ShakespeareWilliam Shakespeare was born 
in April 1564 in the town of Stratford-upon-Avon, on Englandrsquo;s Avon River. When he was eighteen, he married 
Anne Hathaway. The couple had three childrenmdash;an older daughter Susanna and twins, Judith and Hamnet. 
Hamnet, Shakespearersquo;s only son, died in childhood. The bulk of Shakespearersquo;s working life was spent in 
the theater world of London, where he established himself professionally by the early 1590s. He enjoyed success not 
only as a playwright and poet, but also as an actor and shareholder in an acting company. Although some think that 
sometime between 1610 and 1613 Shakespeare retired from the theater and returned home to Stratford, where he died 
in 1616, others believe that he may have continued to work in London until close to his death.Barbara A. 
MowatBarbara A. Mowat is Director of Research emerita at the Folger Shakespeare Library, Consulting Editor of 
Shakespeare Quarterly, and author of The Dramaturgy of Shakespearersquo;s Romances and of essays on 
Shakespearersquo;s plays and their editing. 


