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Wiliam Shakespeare : Anthony Cleopatra before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Anthony Cleopatra:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A masterful ending to the greatest ever seriesin Roman historical
fictionBy AnnaravenMcCullough's whole "Masters of Rome" seriesis amust-read for historical fiction buffs; this last
book in the series isn't quite on the same amazing levels reached by previous ones, but still soars far above most books
in the genre.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A Discerningly-edited EditionBy James R.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00QIC1TMM

Mccall Thisis areview of a specific edition of Shakespeare's " Antony and Cleopatra” - namely the New Cambridge
edition of 1990, edited by David Bevington.The book is a good size, and the print is easy to read. There are about 70
pages of front matter in this edition, and, on each page of the play, copious notes. Following the play'stext, thereisa
discussion of general editorial choices and approaches, supplementing the specifics covered in notes.The front matter
dutifully took up the sources of the play, its dating, structure, stage history, and a number of other topics. | found it
occasionally abit heavy going, as, in many sections, any straightforward statement seemed to be buried under a pile of
citations from various critics. This was by no means always the case, and in such things as stage history | found the
discussion brisk but entertaining.The text was thoroughly annotated - too thoroughly for my taste. It did not get
tedious, asin the Arden editions, but still, too many notes were devoted to specific editorial decisions, and too many
supersized with references to other plays. | guessthere is some interest in this, and one does not have to read the notes
one does not want to, but it does tend to slow one down. Thisis good though, if one wantsto delve. Moreover,
virtually every word or passage that might cause difficulty is discussed and interpreted, which is certainly what one
wants.In summary, | would say this edition is well worth having: it gives one most of the information one could
conceivably need, does some interpretation, and explains the text helpfully. It does not include a transcription of
Shakespeare's main sources (although this is done piecemeal in the notes), nor a plot and scene summary. These would
have been nice, but are not necessary.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An Enduring Accomplishment
ConcludedBY Gregory F. TaylorWhat awonderful way to wrap up one of the greatest storiesin history! McCullough
beginsjust after the violent end of the Gracchi and concludes with the irrevocable end of the Republic. In between she
has brought to life some of the most fascinating characters in world history: Gaius Marius, Lucius Cornelius Sulla
(Felix!) and, of course, Julius Caesar. Thisis historical fiction come to glory! Working with minimal facts and well-
reasoned extrapolations, she gives us fully realized characters acting within the limits of what is known. Everything
that we know of Marius and Sullawould fit comfortably within a hundred pages, but she gives us an unforgetable
2000 before these characters take their preordained exits. With Mark Antony, she has vastly more to work with, since
much that was written at the time survives, and many later writers focussed on this era. It is no mean achievement to
make Octavian, the ultimate survivor, into a sympathetic character, and she endues Antony with nuance and spirit.
Cleopatrais, perhaps necessarily, more of ablank date, given how little is known of her thoughts and background, but
the book brings her vividly to life. | truly hate to see the series finished, and would welcome a volume dealing with
Augustus.

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in late April 1565 and baptised there on 26th April. He was
one of eight children. Little is known about hislife but what is evident is the enormous contribution he has made to
world literature. His writing was progressive, magnificent in scope and breathtaking in execution. His plays and
sonnets helped enable the English language to speak with a voice unmatched by any other. William Shakespeare died
on April 23rd 1616, survived by his wife and two daughters. He was buried two days after his death in the chancel of
the Holy Trinity Church. The epitaph on the slab which covers his grave includes the following passage, Good friend,
for Jesusrsgquo;s sake forbear, To dig the dust enclosed here. Blessed me the man that spares these stones, And cursed
be he that moves my bones. Here we publish his tragedy from 1606 'Anthony Cleopatra.

From the PublisherDesigned for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on
standardized tests, Websterrsgquo;s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently assigned readings
in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this edition of Antony and Cleopatra by
William Shakespeare was edited for students who are actively building their vocabularies in anticipation of taking
PSATreg;, SATreg;, APreg; (Advanced Placementreg;), GREreg;, LSATreg;, GMATreg; or similar examinations.
PSATreg; isaregistered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SATreg; is aregistered trademark of the College Board
which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GREreg;, APreg; and Advanced Placementreg; are registered
trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, GMATreg; isa
registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated with this book nor
endorses this book, LSATreg; is aregistered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council which neither sponsors
nor endorses this product. All rights reserved.From the Back Coverln its towering central characters, vast geographical
and historical sweep, and its variety of style and mood, 'Anthony and Cleopatra’ is perhaps the most ambitious of
Shakespear's designs. Y et the degree and nature of its success remain surprisingly contentious, and performances of
the play have seldom matched the extravagant expectations of its admirers.About the AuthorWilliam Shakespeare is
widely regarded as the greatest playwright the world has seen. He produced an astonishing amount of work; 37 plays,
154 sonnets, and 5 poems. He died on 23rd April 1616, aged 52, and was buried in the Holy Trinity Church, Stratford.



