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Alec Wilder : American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. FIVE STARS FOR PAPERBACK - KINDLE: um...By Steven
StraussThe Kindle Edition makes the book half as useful by failing to present sheet music excerpts clearly. They are
the very subject of the book, and they cannot be read.| have treasured this volume over all others on the subject, but |
wanted it on Kindle so | wouldn't tear my third copy to pieces as| did thefirst two. | can't really useit in Kindle
edition, although thelilt of Wilder's prose certainly seems to survive the transition.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. What Makes A Good Song?By Nick Conte"American Popular Song" is a"technical" review of most of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000VIDT72

the known songwriters of this period and their songs. Alec Wilder himself isa part of this group. | say "technical"
because al of the songs that are considered are broken down asto their form, their harmonic attributes, and what
makes the subject song worthy of note.Because of the "technical” aspect | believe this book would attract serious
lovers of music of this period who want to delve deeper into "What makes a particular song a "hit" and why.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. The First and BestBy karengershThisisthe first and best of the stories of
the American Songbook and its composers. Thisis my second copy of thisbook because it not only tells the stories of
the music and composers and lyricist, but there is a story behind the song itself. Each song , its composer and lyricist
has a history fromits birth to it ongoing popularity. Read thisif you are a songwriter, lyricist, lover of old songs from
the Golden Age, or musicologist. Read this before you read the others.

When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New Y ork
Timesto The New Y orker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American popular music. It has
since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music in the United States for half a
century. Now Wilder's classic is available again, with a new introduction by Gene Lees. Uniquely analytical yet
engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic qualities that
distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder traces the roots of the American
style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into mainstream popular music after 1900, and
then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World War | to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to
such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen.
[llustrated with over seven hundred musical examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and
original songs of this period reveal unexpected beautiesin songs long forgotten and delightful subtletiesin many
familiar standards. The result is a definitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.

"Remainstoday the best single examination of its subject.”--The Washington Post Book World"Provocative,
informative, opinionated, and never dull" --Down Beat"Wonderful" --The New Y ork Times'A joy to anyone who
really cares about American popular music....An invaluable reference” --Max Morath"A rewarding book, endowed
with grace and wit" --Milton Babbitt"Invaluable and pioneering” --Whitney Balliett, The New Y orker"A singular
book" --Studs Terkel From the Back Cover'The first serious and most valuable study of American popular music, the
blood and bone of so much glorious jazz. The book is provocative, informative, opinionated, never dull.' -Down
BeatAbout the AuthorAlec Wilder was the composer of such famous songs as"I'll Be Around,” "It's So Peaceful in the
Country," and "While We're Young," aswell as theater and film scores and chamber music for every instrument in the
orchestra.



