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Celinda R. Kaelin : American Indians of the Pikes Peak Region  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Indians of the Pikes Peak Region: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Historical photos aboundBy Ralph CopleyBesides the provide 
history of the tribes in the region, this book is full wonderful historical photographs. Documenting the life of so many 
of the Indians and their tribes.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great photos, amazing people and 
life.By OakOne of the things I most love about this book are the photographs. There are tons of them and they really 
bring alive the people and the stories. I was surprised at how long the Pike Peak area has been inhabited and the wide 
variety of nations that lived and traveled through the area. Also fascinating is the spiritual importance of the area. The 
author paints a vivid picture of what the area and inhabitants were like and you can almost see the trails through the 
mountain passes, and the herds of elk and other game. This is a part of history many of us hear little about, but it is 
rich and vibrant.
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Thousands of years before Zebulon Pike's name became attached to this famous mountain, Pikes Peak was home to 
indigenous people. These First Nations left no written record of their sojourn here, but what they did leave were stone 
circles, carefully crafted arrowheads and stone tools, enigmatic petroglyphs, and culturally scarred trees. In the 1500s, 
Spanish explorers documented their locations, language, and numbers. In the 1800s, mountain men and official 
explorers such as Pike, Fremont, and Long also wrote about these First Nations. Comanche, Apache, Arapaho, 
Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Lakota made incursions into the region. These nations contested Ute land possession, harvested 
the abundant wildlife, and paid homage to the powerful spirits at Garden of the Gods and Manitou Springs. Today Ute 
Indians return to Garden of the Gods and to Pikes Peak each year to perform their sacred Sundance Ceremony.

Title: American Indians of the Pikes Peak RegionAuthor: Staff WriterPublisher: Book News, Inc.Date: February 
2010Kaelin (Pikes Peak Historical Society) traces the history and culture of American Indians of the Pikes Peak region 
from the earliest-known era of human habitation roughly 12,000 years ago to the present. The book focuses on the Ute 
Indians, unusual in that they had no migration myth and who have always insisted that their ancestors were created on 
Pikes Peak. Numerous photographs depict archaeological digs of ancient sites, Ute culture and lifestyle, and a variety 
of personalities from leaders to grandmothers and children. (Annotation copy;2009 Book News Inc. Portland, 
OR)About the AuthorAuthor Celinda R. Kaelin is president of the Pikes Peak Historical Society and has written and 
lectured on this subject for 13 years. Kaelin has culled the images in this volume from the archives at the Museum of 
New Mexico, the Colorado Historical Society, the Pikes Peak Library District, the Denver Public Library, and the Ute 
Pass Historical Society. 


