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John A. Lomax, Alan Lomax : American Ballads and Folk Songs (Dover Books on Music)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Ballads and Folk Songs (Dover 
Books on Music): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A classic of American folk songBy Jon CorelisAs everyone 
knowledgeable about folk music knows, John A. Lomax and his son Alan were instrumental from the 1930s on in field 
recording American and other traditional musicians. This excellent quality Dover reprint of their 1934 book American 
Ballads and Folk Songs gives lyrics and music in the form of simple melodic scores of virtually every American folk 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DGBMM9M


song you've heard of, and a lot you probably haven't. If you are at all seriously interested in American folk music, 
whether as student, performer, or listener, give this book five stars: you really ought to have it. But even those whose 
interest in this music is more casual will find this a fascinating and valuable book.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. An essential addition to the folk lover's libraryBy jason simpsonLomax's collection is an essential 
addition to the folk lover's library. Dense and informative, easy to read, from beginner to expert, with interesting 
anecdotal information about the songs.For anyone that wants to know more about American music, this is a great place 
to start. Lomax dedicated his life to documenting this land, its people, and its songs. He should be viewed as an 
authority on the subject, and a go-to, for everyone interested in roots music.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Chad A.What a great little book.

"A book to cherish permanently." mdash; The New York Times.With this ample collection of authentic ballads and 
songs, you can immerse yourself in the rich tradition and heritage of American folk music. Discover the diversity, 
spontaneity, free-flowing melody, and sheer invention of scores of songs sung by cowboys and convicts, lumberjacks, 
hobos, miners, plantation slaves, mountaineers, soldiers, and many others.One of the remarkable features of this 
collection is its authenticity. Many of the songs were recorded "on location" by noted folklorist John A. Lomax and his 
even more famous son, Alan, as they traveled around the United States. The results are firsthand versions of music and 
lyrics for over 200 railroad songs, chain-gang songs, mountain songs, Creole songs, cocaine and whisky songs, "reels," 
minstrel songs, songs of childhood, and a host of others. Among them are such time-honored favorites as "John 
Henry," "Goin' Home," "Frankie and Albert," "Down in the Valley," "Little Brown Jug," "Alabama-Bound," 
"Shortenin' Bread," "Skip to My Lou," "Frog Went a-Courtin'," and a host of others. An excellent introduction, notes 
on each song, a bibliography, and an index round out this extensive and valuable collection.Musician, musicologists, 
folklorists, singers mdash; anyone interested in American folk music mdash; will welcome this treasury of timeless 
song gathered in one handy, inexpensive volume.

About the AuthorAlan Lomax (1915 2002) was one of the great ethnomusicologists and field collectors of folk music 
of the twentieth century, recording thousands of songs throughout the United States and Europe.Alan Lomax (1915 
2002) was one of the great ethnomusicologists and field collectors of folk music of the twentieth century, recording 
thousands of songs throughout the United States and Europe. 


