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Larry R. Slater : Ambridge  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Ambridge: 

4 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Ambridge Images of America: PennsylvaniaBy C. SlaterQuite 
informative about the steel industry and the Harmony Society and their impact on this Pennsylvania town, filled with 
excellent photos.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Extremely disappointingBy MarieDon't waste your 
time and money! You can tell the author is not from Ambridge and doesn't truly know his history. Not only was the 
book pretty uninformative, but it was full of wrong information! I was extremely excited to read this book when I 
found it. By far the worst book 'about' Ambridge I have ever read. I was so disappointed after reading this. You could 
spend probably 5 minutes on any search engine and come up with all the information and pictures in the book. Also, 
the book is full of 'information' about American Bridge mostly. Probably better to have such less Ambridge info since 
I personally on my own found so many discrepancies. I couldn't imagine how an elderly person would feel reading this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0093DKVZY


book and finding information so wrong that they lived through and know about personally first hand!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. I'd buy it again -- great book!By AhmadThis is a charming little book. I grew up 
in Ambridge after Big Steel was fully gone, but with my parents and grandparents talking about what a dynamic town 
Ambridge was in the 20s, 30s, all the way into the 50s and 60s. This book helped me to connect the boom town that 
Ambridge was in its heyday to the place of my youth, to the place it is today. Well worth the money for those of us 
locals who want to read about Ambridge at its best.

In 1905, the German religious settlement of Economy changed forever from what its charismatic founder had planned 
in 1824. Built to await the Second Coming, Economy was passed from the hands of the moribund Harmony Society to 
the American Bridge division of United States Steel Corporation. The new owners renamed the town Ambridge. As 
the mill town burst into life, the population spiked from 600 to approximately 37,000 by 1945. Inevitably, Ambridge 
felt the collapse of big steel. In the 1750s, this land along the Ohio River held Log Town, which was a meeting place 
for Colonial and Native American leaders. Later there was Legionville, where Gen. Anthony Wayne trained American 
troops during the early Indian wars. This was followed by the final home of a utopian society and one of the largest 
mill complexes of the 20th century. Through vintage photographs, Ambridge chronicles the diverse history and 
evolution of this community.

About the AuthorLarry R. Slater, a trained archivist and historian, owns a market research consultancy in Pittsburgh. 
Photographs for this book came largely from the archives of Old Economy Village and the Laughlin Memorial 
Library. 


