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Donald MacDonald, Ira Nadel : Alcatraz: History and Design of a Landmark  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alcatraz: History and Design of a Landmark: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Now I know !By Joseph T. MoranVery interesting history of the 
Island prison and just enough detail on its "guests". Could use a little less detail on the flora and fauna but a very easy 
read. Glad I read it !2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. not badBy jim mThe book is a nice novelty 
item.....great artwork but not as comprehensive as I would have expected......need to find other sources of research to 
get a better idea of the complex itself.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Marino 
Viganòperfect

Shrouded in mystery and rich with history, Alcatraz draws over a million visitors each year. This enlightening volume 
provides the first complete history of Alcatraz told through its architecture. In friendly illustrations and accessible text, 
authors Donald MacDonald and Ira Nadel reveal the design decisions that have shaped the island from its first brick 
and masonry fortress to the infamous concrete cellblock, to the landscape design of its contemporary gardens and bird 
sanctuaries. Packed with intriguing facts throughout, this little treasure allows an unprecedented glimpse into the life 
of the island. In a lovely cloth-bound package, this is an eminently giftable book and an entertaining look at one of the 
nation's most visited destinations.

"Conveys a sense of the sometimes organic, sometimes engineered, evolution of Alcatraz.... A rich picture book for 
grownups." -- SmithsonianAbout the AuthorAward-winning architect and longtime San Francisco resident Donald 
MacDonald and Vancouver-based author Ira Nadel are the authors of Golden Gate Bridge: History and Design of an 
Icon. 
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