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Alessia Ricciardi : After La Dolce Vita: A Cultural Prehistory of Berlusconi'slItaly (Cultural Memory in the
Present) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised After La
Dolce Vita: A Cultural Prehistory of Berlusconi's Italy (Cultural Memory in the Present):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A complex approach to avery interesting subjectBy John D.Anin
depth analysis of the cultural and sociopolitical transit to post modernity in Italy. Full of quotations and references as


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008R357D2

to present us with an extensive bibliography on a subject of indisputable interest.A good challenge for those interested
in the complexity of a presentation based on a rigorous academic research. Not an easy reading.

This book chronicles the demise of the supposedly leftist Italian cultural establishment during the long 1980s. During
that time, the nation's literary and intellectual vanguard managed to lose the prominence handed it after the end of
World War 11 and the defeat of Fascism. What emerged instead was a uniquely Italian brand of cultural capital that
deliberately avoided any critical questioning of the prevailing order. Ricciardi criticizes the development of this new
hegemonic arrangement in film, literature, philosophy, and art criticism. She focuses on several turning points:
Fellini'sfutile, late-career critique of Berlusconi-style commercial television, Calvino's late turn to reactionary
belletrism, Vattimo's nihilist and conservative responses to French poststructuralism, and Bonito Oliva's movement of
art commodification, Transavanguardia.

"A bold and timely scholarship for al Italian literary or cultural enthusiasts and scholars." (Greta Aart)" Thereis no
sweetness, lightness, weakness, or softnessin Ricciardi's indictment, but hard facts and bitter truths piled up to heavy
conclusions: Italy'sintellectual life isthe very culprit of a historical process of progressive civic and social
degeneration that has led to the catastrophe that many have called Berlusconi's Italy. A very courageous book."
(Roberto M. Dainotto Duke University)About the AuthorAlessia Ricciardi is Associate Professor of French and Italian
at Northwestern University. Her book, The Ends of Mourning: Psychoanalysis, Literature, Film (Stanford, 2003), won
the MLA's 2004 Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Prize for Comparative Literary Studies.



