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Ronke Luke-Boone : African Fabrics: Sewing Contemporary Fashion with Ethnic Flair  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised African Fabrics: Sewing Contemporary 
Fashion with Ethnic Flair: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Gail RamseyGave some great ideas and inspiration. 
Very good background information on african fabric.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Full of 
InspirationBy DreamfisherI was looking for a resource book on many kinds of African textiles; their cultural 
significance, history, countries of origin, and methods of production. This book covered all these areas, and more. 
Although my primary interest is in creating surface designs on my own fabric and paper for mixed-media art, I was 
tempted to pull my sewing machine out of retirement and try my hand at some "ethnic" inspired garments or gifts. A 
great book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I bought this book for ideas about using my African 
fabric!By gurry bookerAfter having purchased several yards of fabric in Senegal, I found this book at and bought it. It 
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gave me an understanding of what I had bought and ideas for sewing projects.

Create style with a touch of the exoticExciting! Inspiring! African fabrics are vibrant, beautiful, and widely available - 
and they are perfect for contemporary clothing for men, women, and children and great for home decor. An excellent 
reference for sewers or anyone who is interested in fabrics, culture, and history, this guide will teach you where to buy 
fabrics, how to choose the right ones, and the best techniques for sewing them.14 original projects, includingTote 
bagApronTunicPlace matsShawlPillowsVestChild's loomFull size patterns for three projectsCovers these popular 
African fabricsMudclothFancy printsKuba clothWax printsKorhogo clothKente cloth

From School Library JournalAdult/High School-This title is a wellspring of inspiration and information. Fashion-
magazine-style photos of gorgeous modern clothing and home furnishings showcase the versatility of the six common 
kinds of African textiles featured: mud cloths with abstract patterns, the familiar Kente cloths, Korhogo cloths with 
fanciful prints, plush Kuba-cloth velvets, and more. For each fabric, there is background about its cultural origin, 
traditional and modern methods of manufacture, and the meanings of colors or designs likely to be encountered. The 
author shares her knowledge of how to buy, care for, sew with, handle, and store African fabrics. Her instructions are 
detailed, right down to recommended needle thicknesses and interfacings. The 14 projects are relatively easy. Patterns 
for three items are provided in an envelope. However, for most of the others, clear instructions are given on how to 
make them. The last activity shows how to make and use a child's loom. Using a variety of illustrative media and 
straightforward explanations, Luke-Boone sends out her message: the beautiful fabrics of Africa are rich in texture and 
culture.Sheila Shoup, Fairfax County Public Library, VACopyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From 
Library JournalBorn in Sierra Leone on Africa's West Coast, Luke-Boone is a clothing designer who also teaches 
techniques of sewing with African fabrics. Here she discusses six distinctive African fabric types: Mudcloth, Kuba 
Cloth, Korhogo Cloth, Fancy Prints, Wax Prints, and Kente Cloth. For each she includes a history of the cloth, 
traditional and modern production methods, its symbolism, where and how to buy the cloth, information on sewing 
and caring for it, and design ideas. Most African fabrics are sold in pieces not on bolts and are often best used in 
combination with other less spectacular fabrics, so Luke-Boone also discusses which fabrics work well with the 
African ones. The reader is referred to commercial patterns that lend themselves to African fabric, and the author 
presents 14 original patterns for items such as vests, shawls, tote bags, and pillows. Notable for its outstanding graphic 
design and illustrations, this is generally recommended for public library sewing collections. Copyright 2001 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 


