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Char McCargo Bah, Christa Watters, Audrey P. Davis, Gwendolyn Brown-Henderson, James E. Henson Sr. : 
African Americans of Alexandria, Virginia: Beacons of Light in the Twentieth Century (American Heritage) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised African Americans of 
Alexandria, Virginia: Beacons of Light in the Twentieth Century (American Heritage): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Much needed historyBy Micki TKudos to this group for writing and 
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telling the rich afro-american history of Alexandria. I thoroughly enjoy reading the stories and biographies in the book. 
The authors didn't just write about the Beacons of Light that were well known in the community, but also those little 
known Beacons who contributed in so many other ways to the black community. This book is not just for native 
Alexandrians, but an asset to our continuing afro-american legacy. Being raised in Philadelphia, Pa, many of us did not 
experience the Jim Crow laws that were prevalent in the South. Special tribune to Char Bah, my mentor, who tirelessly 
continues her work for us.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must ReadBy shayne johnsonHaving 
lived my entire life in Alexandria, I've learned a little about the impact African Americans had in this city. I've heard 
certain names, seen certain places, etc, without truly knowing the history. This book does that. It was a joy to see such 
a book being published, and I couldn't wait to order it. When I did order, my book was going to be shipped on or 
around July 10. Lo and behold, it shipped on the 5th, and I received on the 6th !....Reading through the book, I see 
names I recognize, and can now place names with their individual contributions to our society. I highly recommend 
this book for you to read, and also to pass down to our youth.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Local 
History Helps You Understand World HistoryBy George GederAfrican Ancestored genealogists and family historians 
get this book to learn how to look at and research the history of your community. This will broaden your perspective 
on your Ancestors' lives.Five stars for Char McCargo Bah and her co-authors!

Sitting just south of the nation's capital, Alexandria has a long and storied history." "Still, little is known of 
Alexandria's twentieth-century African American community. Experience the harrowing narratives of trials and 
triumph as Alexandria's African Americans helped to shape not only their hometown but also the world around them. 
Rutherford Adkins became one of the first black fighter pilots as a Tuskegee Airman. Samuel Tucker, a twenty-six-
year-old lawyer, organized and fought for Alexandria to share its wealth of knowledge with the African American 
community by opening its libraries to all colors and creeds. Discover a vibrant past that, through this record, will be 
remembered forever as Alexandria's beacon of hope and light.

About the AuthorChar McCargo Bah is a Senior Policy Writer for the federal government and also serves as a 
professional genealogist for the City of Alexandria's Freedmen's Cemetery Descendants Project. She is also the 
founder and writer of the blog The Other Alexandria and a recipient of the Alexandria Special History Award 
(2009).Audrey Davis is the Acting Director for the Alexandria Black History Museum. Davis has served as the 
president of the Alexandria Historical Society and president of the Virginia Association of Museums. She also sits on 
the Board of Trustees for Preservation Virginia.Gwendolyn Brown-Henderson is an Alexandria native, and a longtime 
member and president of the Missionary Society for the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Alexandria. Now retired, Brown-
Henderson serves as president of the Alexandria Old School Alumni Association.James Henson is a retired Baltimore 
lawyer from Alexandria. He was the first African American to serve as Assistant County Solicitor for Howard County, 
Maryland, and has taught law at Morgan State University and Howard Community College. A bronze star recipient, he 
is a lifelong member of the NAACP and has received many awards from Maryland governors.Christa Watters is a 
writer, editor and community journalist who owns and operates WattersEdge, an editorial services business. Watters 
has worked for the Potomac , the Alexandria Gazette Packet and the Mount Vernon Gazette. She has also served on 
multiple committees through the city of Alexandria. 


