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Robert Thompson : A Woman of Courage on the West Virginia Frontier: Phebe Tucker Cunningham  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Woman of Courage on the 
West Virginia Frontier: Phebe Tucker Cunningham: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A Compelling Tribute to a Very Brave WomanBy melvyn g dewittI 
recently found my lineage includes Phebe Tucker Cunningham, so I was interested in learning more about her when I 
ordered the book. While I found little that I had not gleaned from other sources (I've done quite a bit of research about 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00XR9NY9A


her on my own) I found the history of the era and the information about the Native Americans on the Allegheny Plain 
quite insightful. Best of all, I understood a pivotal person in her story, Simon Girty, more thoroughly. He was so 
despised in American history books of the1800's that it has been hard determine "truth" in other sources.This book, in 
my opinion, was well researched, well told and a very honoring tribute to a brave, intelligent and well loved woman.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well-written; accurate and a good readBy roxyawA historical account 
of the author's distant grandmotherrsquo;s experiences in late eighteenth century Virginia, including her Indian 
captivity and release. Thompsonrsquo;s book is scholarly but very accessible (highly readable). He carefully describes 
the true historical context of his g-g-g-g-g-g-grandmotherrsquo;s life. This book helped me better understand the 
middle and late eighteenth century in America. I very much appreciate Thompson's scholarship.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. A must read bookBy Betz3234Phebe Tucker Cunningham was my 4th great 
grandmother. I had heard stories about her all my life, but it was awesome to read the entire story about her life. She 
was a pioneer and a woman of great faith and courage.I really enjoyed the history that Mr. Thompson told about what 
was going on at the time. It made the book more interesting.

Life on the West Virginia frontier was a daily struggle for survival. For Phebe Tucker Cunningham, that meant the 
loss of her four children at the hands of the Wyandot tribe and being held captive for three years until legendary 
renegades Simon Girty and Alexander McKee arranged her freedom. Author Robert Thompson recounts the 
harrowing story of this courageous woman, from her marriage at Prickett's Fort in 1780 to her return to the shores of 
the Monongahela. Thompson describes in vivid detail early colonial life in the Alleghenies and the ways of the 
Wyandot, providing historical context for this unforgettable saga.

About the AuthorRobert Thompson is a historian living in the St. Louis, Missouri area. A former career military 
officer, he holds a BA in History from Texas Tech University and was a Distinguished Graduate of the American 
Military University. He has previously published articles in the publications, America's Civil War and Military 
History. 


