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Stefan Rumistrzewicz : A Visual Astronomer's Photographic Guide to the Deep Sky: A Pocket Field Guide
(Astronomer's Pocket Field Guide) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised A Visual Astronomer's Photographic Guide to the Deep Sky: A Pocket Field Guide (Astronomer's
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Pocket Field Guide):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good idea but Springer printing is poorBy GilMy copy of this
paperback book was printed with too much ink. Because the photos in this book are dark to start with, quality printing
isvery important. The publisher did not do agood job of quality control. Too bad since the concept of what'sin the
book iswhat you will see with atelescope isagood one.

Over the last 15 years or so there has been a huge increase in the popularity of astrophotography with the advent of
digital SLR cameras and CCD imagers. These have enabled astronomers to take many images and, indeed, check
images as they scan the skies. Processing techniques using computer software have also made |squo;devel opingrsquo;
these images more accessible to those of us who are |squo;chemically challenged!rsquo; And letrsquo;s face it ndash;
some of the pictures you see these days in magazines, books, and on popular web forums are, frankly, amazing! So,
why bother looking through the eyepiece you ask? Well, for one thing, setting up the equipment is quicker. You just
take your |squo;scope out of the garage or, if yoursgquo;re lucky enough to own one, open the roof of your observatory,
align the Isquo;scope and off you go. If you have an equatorial mount, yoursquo;ll still need to roughly polar aign, but
thisreally takes only afew moments. The Isquo;imagerrsquo; would most likely need to spend more time setting up.
Thiswould include very accurate polar alignment (for equatorial mounts), then finding a guide star using his or her
finder, checking the software is functioning properly, and c- tinuous monitoring to make sure the alignment is
absolutely precise throu- out the imaging run. That said, an imager with a snug Isquo;obsyrsquo; at the end of the
garden will have a quicker time setting up, but then again so will the Isquo;visualrsquo; observer.

From the Back CoverHow many times have you Isquo;foundrsquo; a deep sky object (DSO), ticked it off thelist, and
moved on, or used the Isquo; Tourrsguo; function on your GO-TO Isguo;scope and said, |squo;Oh thatrsquo;sajust a
smudgersquo; or Isquo;Canrsquo;t see it ndash; Irsquo;ll move on to the next one.rsquo; If this has happened to you,
then this book isfor you. It will challenge you to go back to the Isquo;smudgersquo; and really look. Can you see the
faint wisp or the detail in the southeastern corner? Can you see the small cluster within the cluster? Try to classify the
open cluster for yourself. Compare it to the | squo;acceptedrsquo; Trumpler classification. Whether you have a GO-TO
Isquo;scope or not, this book gets you to rediscover one of the great things that got you into this habby in the first
place ndash; looking through the eyepiece of atelescope. So pack away the DSLR, CCD camera, the guide
Isquo;scope, and laptop and open your pencil case! Y oursquo;re in for some fun! About the AuthorMy love affair with
the cosmos began, probably, when | stared, open-jawed, for two hours at the film Star Wars. Although | was only three
at thetime, | can remember subsequently drawing pictures of stars and planets and | squo; X-wings.rsquo; | quickly
became a science fiction addict, watching re-runs of Star Trek and various other series. And so, | desperately wanted a
way of seeing some of these objects for myself. My parents bought me a cheap (supermarket) Isquo;scope when | was
11, which | then proceeded to set up in my sisterrsquo;s room (the only one with a southernly view) and stargaze
through her window. Neither my father nor | could ever get it to focus properly. Of course, at thetime, | had no
knowledge or understanding of air currents, seeing, or indeed how to use atelescope or star chart. Nevertheless, even
with the horrendous optics of this small telescope | could make out some craters on the Moon ndash; | was hooked! |
decided to Isquo;save uprsquo; for something better. After several birthdays | finally bought myself a reasonable
Isquo;scope ndash; a9.25 inch Dobsonian, and spent many a clear night sitting on the garage roof (my sister wanted
her room back!) gazing at the wonders of the universe. Soon after, university beckoned. | studied Chemistry, with a
subsidiary in Astronomy. Although | very much enjoyed the latter, | was unable to continue as the university (at the
time) did not offer Astronomy as a major degree. And so, my hobby took an enforced break, which was then extended
by teacher training, getting married, and emigrating to east Africa. It was there, under the clear equatorial skies of
Kenya, that my love of the cosmos was rekindled and my wife bought me a 5rdquo; Newtonian telescope for my
birthday. | was astonished by the things | was able to see with such a small aperture. It just goes to show the difference
atruly dark sky makes. Since then, | have been interested in visual astronomy and what deep sky objects really look
like. Having subsequently returned to the UK and settled in South Bedfordshire, | developed akeen interest in
sketching at the eyepiece and have spent many a nocturnal hour gazing through my Isquo;scope, having told my wife |
wouldnrsquo;t be outside for Isquo;too long.rsquo; Eventually, | began to wonder why there wasnrsguo;t a book that
showed photographs of the Isquo;visualrsquo; image (i.e., what can be seen at the eyepiece). It seemed that
descriptions of DSOs varied slightly from writer to writer and Hubble Space Telescope images told me very little
about what | could actually seein my backyard. That was how this book was conceived. And so now, hereitis......|
trust that it will give you as much pleasure to read as it was for me to write. Enjoy and clear skies!



