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Nancy Jack Todd : A Safe and Sustainable World: The Promise Of Ecological Design before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised A Safe and Sustainable World: The Promise
Of Ecological Design:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | was looking for specific examples of how an average person could
design food production and waste management systems to createBy Glenn HarperAlthough the book is somewhat
interesting, | was looking for specific examples of how an average person could design food production and waste
management systems to create a " Safe and Sustainable World".What | got is a sort of biography of a non-profit and the
people involved. I'd have preferred drawings and diagrams and sources for various componentsto create a largely self-
sufficient food/energy/waste system at my home.If you want to read in great detail about the history of the New
Alchemy Institute and the people involved, thisis your book. If you want detailed information about systems you can
implement, keep looking.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. The Evolution of an Important Ecol ogy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008O6TBV6

Research OrganizationBy BugsNancy Jack Todd el oquently relates the history of her and husband John Todd's New
Alchemy Institute (NAI) for ecological design starting in 1969 to the present day incarnation of Ocean Arks
International. This book has many photographs and drawings showing systems, buildings both at their research
facilities and installations around the world and many of the dedicated people who have worked with the Todd's over
the years. The original focus of their research was to devel op sustainable organic food production, bioremediation, off-
grid energy production, and efficient building construction methods for a virtual stand-alone closed-loop system
capable of self-sufficiency without any toxic side-effects, especially, effluent. Through trial and error and much
research they met their goals and became internationally recognized for the high state of efficiency their various
systems achieved. NAI became a successful format and influence for many colleges to replicate on campuses all over
the U.S. and abroad.Eventually, they turned their focus amost exclusively to natural effluent and pollution
remediation technigues devel oping the "eco-machine” system that utilizes plants, micro-organisms and fish to convert
sewage to re-usable water and fish for food production.The Todd's contributions to solving many of the world's
toughest environmental problems and influence on ecological study cannot be understated, especialy in the area of
bioremediation. If every municipality, farm, and industrial site in the world were join the ranks of those who have
already installed "eco-machine" type water purification systems to clean-up their toxic run-off, a huge chunk of global
pollution could be eliminated. This book isamust have for al those interested bioremediation and that should be
everyone- a clean environment requiresit.0 of O people found the following review helpful. From hippy times to today
this book presents the problems ...By Dan EarlFrom hippy times to today this book presents the problems solved from
then by innovation to today by today's technology

In the late sixties, as the world was waking to a need for Earth Day, a pioneering group founded a small non-profit
research and education organization they called the New Alchemy Institute. Their aim was to explore the ways a safer
and more sustainable world could be created. In the ensuing years, along with scientists, agriculturists, and a host of
enthusiastic amateurs and friends, they set out to discover new ways that basic human needs--in the form of food,
shelter, and energy--could be met. A Safe and Sustainable World is the story of that journey, asit was and as it
continues to be. The dynamics and the resilience of the living world were the Ingtitute's model and the inspiration for
their research. Central to their efforts then and now is, along with science, a spiritual quest for a more harmonious
human role in our planet's future. The results of this work have now entered mainstream science through the emerging
discipline of ecological design.Nancy Jack Todd not only relates a fascinating journey from lofty ideals through the
hard realities encountered in learning how to actually grow food, harness the energy of the sun and wind, and design
green architecture. She also introduces us to some of the heroes and mentors who played a vital role in those efforts as
well, from Buckminster Fuller to Margaret Mead. The early work of the Institute culminated in the design and building
of two bioshelters--large greenhouse-like independent structures called Arks, that provided the setting for much of the
research to follow.Successfully proving through the Institute's designs and investigations that basic land sustainability
is achievable, John Todd and the author founded a second non-profit research group, Ocean Arks International. Here
they applied the New Alchemy's natural systems thinking to restoring polluted waters with the invention and
implementation of biologically based living technologies called Ecomachines and Pond and L ake Restorers. A Safe
and Sustainable World demonstrates what has and can be done--it also looks to what must be done to integrate human
ingenuity and the four billion or so years of evolutionary intelligence of the natural world into healthy, decentralized,
locally dreams hard won--and hope.

"Nancy Jack Todd tells amarvelous story. Thisfirst hand account of New Alchemy's visionary, rigorous, and
phenomenal projectsto sustain life gives us al hope. Thisis abook that 1'd like to share with local farmers, sprawl
fighters, and conscientious citizens. Here we have grounds for the hope of living simply, meeting our basic needs, and
restoring health to the world, and on a shoestring budget."



