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Peter Wee : A Peranakan Legacy: The Heritage of the Straits Chinese  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Peranakan Legacy: The Heritage of the Straits Chinese: 

The term lsquo;Babarsquo; is used to refer to the Straits-born Chinese or Peranakans. The Babas boast a unique 
culture and way of life that is an amalgamation of Chinese and Malay customs and etiquette. Their culture is perhaps 
best captured in the beautiful clothing, stunning jewellery, pretty porcelain and other artefacts used in daily living. 
Girls were taught, from a young age, how to cook a variety of elaborate meals as well as crafts such as beading and 
embroidery. The result is a rich legacy of splendid kebayas (embroidered blouses), beadwork and various other 
items.Through lavish, full-colour photographs of Peranakan artefacts and clothing, this book explains the origins of the 
various customs and traditions. While some customs are still practiced today, other more complicated ones have 
disappeared as modern babas adapted to contemporary lifestyles which are deemed more convenient and practical
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