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Richard L. Crocker : A History of Musical Style (Dover Bookson Music) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful bookBy ConnoisseurThis is not a superficial 'survey,' but
arather detailed, in depth study of even the seemingly 'unimportant' landmarks in music history. If you are amusic
student or amusic lover, you will learn A TON from this book. The only con is the smaller print (looks like areprint
edition), but it is clear and in fact, makes the book less bulky.19 of 19 people found the following review helpful.
Hucbald rocks!By Dr DaveThisistruly agreat book. It is aways astonishing to come face to face with a
comprehensive one-volume work on any topic. Invariably, | ask myself, how is it possible that one person could study
and write about so many things? Such books are rare, but thisis one of them. The book begins with music of the
Franks and takes a whirlwind tour through the centuries, revealing a wealth of insight into the major and minor genres
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in western music. Although the book is often pigeonholed as a standard reference work for musicology students
cramming for exams; it is much more than that, and there are ideas here that you won't find elsewhere. In addition,
anyone who has the patience to tease through a few complicated musical forms can read this book and learn from it--
the prose is straightforword and not a bit sesquipedalian. There are those who say that the parts dealing with medieval
and renaissance music are the most rewarding, but | found the whole book interesting. The book is fun to read
alongside Gerald Abraham'’s "Concise Oxford History of Music."3 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Very well written, especially interesting isitsway of ...By PABLOVery well written, especialy interesting is its way
of explaining the transitions, for example, from rennaisance to triadic music.

Style mdash; the distinctive manner of presentation, construction, and execution in any art mdash; is atopic of primary
importance in music history. This highly regarded text by noted musicologist Richard Crocker (University of
Cdlifornia, Berkeley) takes a much-needed fresh look at the subject and attempts to reshape some basic ideasin the
light of modern research. Seeking the reasons for stylistic change within the history of styleitself (rather than in the
history of men or of ideas), this enlightening account shows how music, growing out of its own past, has shaped its
own development.Professor Crocker's exceptionally clear and systematic presentation enables students to easily follow
the evolution of Western musical style from Gregorian Chant (ca. 750) to the atonal music of the mid-20th century.
The book stresses the continuity of basic musical principles over long periods of history, while it exploresin detall
moments of high stylistic achievement and the composers who exemplified them.Drawing of the earliest written
records, Crocker begins his description and analysis of Western music's changing style with a discussion of Frankish
Gregorian Chant, laudes and melismas, and polyphony mdash; the leading medium of musical development after
1150. The author traces the progression of new polyphonic forms from the Parisian motet of the 13th and 14th
centuries through Italian song forms to the Franco-Flemish style of the 15th and 16th centuries. This sweeping survey
then documents the emergence of the Classic Style after 1550, embodied in the music of such composers as Palestrina
and Byrd, moves through new ltalian dramatic styles (1600ndash;1650) and on to the harmonic and polyphonic
contributions of the 17th- and 18th-century masters.With perception and insight, Crocker traces the creation of the
German symphonic style, epitomized in the works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms, and deals with the parallel
development of operatic style. An illuminating examination of new styles after 1900, including the serial music of
Schoenberg, Webern, and Berg, concludes this exhaustive study.Over 140 music examples complement Crocker's
lucid text, and lists of Selected Study Materials for each chapter are given at the back of the book. Thiswork will be
welcomed by music students at all levels, music scholars, and the interested layman as well.

About the AuthorA noted musicologist from the University of Berkeley, Richard L. Crocker was the author of nearly a
dozen books on music history and musicology.



