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David Dutkanicz : A First Book of Blues. 16 Arrangementsfor the Beginning Pianist (Dover Music for Piano)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A First Book of Blues:
16 Arrangements for the Beginning Pianist (Dover Music for Piano):

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. good first book of the bluesBy Michael J. Doleshl'm a beginning
to intermediate piano student and | thought this book was a good introduction to the blues. The individual songs,
traditional basic blues material, were kept intentionally ssmple and are only 1-2 pgs in length. Good material to
practice the syncopation and phrasing of blues, at a beginner level.0 of O people found the following review helpful.
disappointing, lacks MP3 files to download, oversmplified musicBy B. Powelldisappointment. | had the "First Book
of Jazz" and enjoyed it because it included downloadable MP3 files to listen to. This book doesn't make MP3 files
available, and it sorely needsit, since the rhythm of blues music is not even represented in the written music. The


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00A44CN2A

music is ridiculously oversiumplified, it would have been nice to have more than a single note per measure on the left
hand for example.24 of 26 people found the following review helpful. A book with no apparent audienceBy
Customer"A First Book of Blues" would not be agood choice if you are looking for your first book to start playing
blues piano. In fact, | can't figure out who would find this book useful. Y ou would never want to play these
arrangements for anyone else to hear. Y ou probably wouldn't get much pleasure or value out of playing them as
exercises. If you arejust starting with blues piano, you aren't going to learn how to get the blues sound from this book.
At best, someone who knows quite a lot about playing blues piano could use this as akind of fake book to provide a
starting point for building ainteresting arrangement, but there probably are alot of better choices for that.l've posted
images so you can see what the music in this book looks like. These are from the Kindle edition but | wouldn't expect
the paper edition to ook appreciably different. My complaint isthat the "arrangements" are so simplified that almost
all the flavor of these songs has been boiled out of them. To illustrate | have posted an image that shows the first four
bars of "Down Home Blues" as presented in this book compared to a transcription from a piano roll by James P.
Johnson. Admittedly Johnson's performance is probably the gold standard for a solo piano performance of this song
and about as far from an easy arrangement for beginners as you can get. | posted the comparison so you can get a
sense of how much the arrangements in this book have been simplified.The biggest shortcomingsin my view are the
static left hand parts. | have been playing blues piano for ayear. What | have been learning is that a rhythmic left hand
is the foundation on which blues piano is built and what propels the music forward. The left hand does almost nothing
of interest in any of the arrangements in this book.If you want some idea of what | think this book should have been,
you can find audio from the arrangement of "Down Home Blues' included in Alfred's "Premier Piano Course" Lesson
Book 3 on their website or a student performance on Y ouTube. The left hand is till rather leaden but at least it
provides a steady beat against which the right hand syncopation can work.l understand that writing an arrangement
suitable for beginners that still sounds good and has the flavor of a more advanced arrangement is areal challenge.
Unfortunately, this book fails to rise to the challenge.Since the guidelines require disclosure of whether you received a
free copy to review, I'll disclose that | am going to return this book so | guess you could consider thisareview of a
copy | didn't pay for.

With these easy-to-play renditions, beginning pianists of all ages can enjoy one of America's most celebrated art
forms. Sixteen popular blues melodies include traditional songs such as"St. James Infirmary" and "Careless Love" as
well as several numbers by blues giants Jelly Roll Morton and W. C. Handy, including "St. Louis Blues," "Joe Turner
Blues," and "The Hesitating Blues." Students, teachers, and other pianists will find these arrangements much simpler
and more melodic than other versions. The selections include suggestions for fingering and are arranged in order of
increasing difficulty. Introductory material by editor David Dutkanicz offers helpful explanations of the melodic and
rhythmic theory behind the blues.

About the AuthorFormer Dover editor David Dutkanicz holds degrees from the Manhattan School of Music, New
Y ork University, and Columbia University. Heis the editor of several booksin this series.



