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James C. Hogan : A Commentary on The Complete Greek Tragedies. Aeschylus: Aeschylus v. 1  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Commentary on The 
Complete Greek Tragedies. Aeschylus: Aeschylus v. 1: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Everything is in it, if you can find itBy A CustomerThis book is 
perfect for any student (especially college students) of the Greek tragedies, even though it focuses on Aeschylus' 7 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00R621P4U


plays. The reason are the discussions of the line-by-line (I'm not kidding when I mean "line-by-line") examinations of 
grammar, syntax, and possible double meanings. Unfortunately, although there is an enormous amount of information 
and summary analyzations of the plays and its characters, they are not easily found as topics are not segmented with 
titles within the chapters themselves. But I still found every little piece of info. I was looking for (and more!), 
eventually.

This commentary offers a rich introduction and useful guide to the seven surviving plays attributed to Aeschylus. 
Though it may profitably be used with any translation of Aeschylus, the commentary is based on the acclaimed 
Chicago translations, The Complete Greek Tragedies, edited by David Grene and Richmond Lattimore.James C. 
Hogan provides a general introduction to Aeschylean theater and drama, followed by a line-by-line commentary on 
each of the seven plays. He places Aeschylus in the historical, cultural, and religious context of fifth-century Athens, 
showing how the action and metaphor of Aeschylean theater can be illuminated by information on Athenian law 
athletic contests, relations with neighboring states, beliefs about the underworld, and countless other details of 
Hellenic life. Hogan clarifies terms that might puzzle modern readers, such as place names and mythological 
references, and gives special attention to textual and linguistic issues: controversial questions of interpretation; 
difficult or significant Greek words; use of style, rhetoric, and commonplaces in Greek poetry; and Aeschylus's place 
in the poetic tradition of Homer, Hesiod, and the elegiac poets. Practical information on staging and production is also 
included, as are maps and illustrations, a bibliography, indexes, and extensive cross-references between the seven 
plays. Forthcoming volumes will cover the works of Sophocles and Euripides.

About the AuthorJames C. Hogan is the Frank T. McClure Professor of Classics at Allegheny College. 


