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Matthew Goulish : 39 Microlectures: In Proximity of Performance  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 39 Microlectures: In Proximity of Performance: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Learning by stimulating exampleBy J. McFarlandThis short book of 
essays jumps all over the map like an overactive brain bent on sharing insights and experience on everything you need 
to know at once: it's a trip, and a great one. For my part, I took it in short chapters and learned so much. I remain in 
awe of author and his daring to do this book his way. Liberation!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy CustomerThis is one of my favourite books of all time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Absolutely fantasticBy Client1At the beginning of the book, Goulish invites you to read out of order; to read partial 
sentences; to read however you please.Each microlecture stands beautifully on its own but, together, they create a 
spirited exploration of art, literature, and life. Perfect for sparking thoughts on these topics. It's great for picking up for 
fun, too.

'A series of accidents has brought you this book. You may think of it not as a book, but as a library, an elevator, an 
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amateur performance in a nearby theatre. Open it to the table of contents. Turn to the page that sounds the most 
interesting to you. Read a sentence or two. Repeat the process. Read this book as a creative act, and feel encouraged.' 
39 Microlectures: In Proximity of Performance is a collection of miniature stories, parables, musings and thinkpieces 
on the nature of reading, writing, art, collaboration, performance, life, death, the universe and everything. It is a unique 
and moving document for our times, full of curiosity and wonder, thoughtfulness and pain. Matthew Goulish, founder 
member of performance group Goat Island, meditates on these and other diverse themes, proving, along the way, that 
the boundaries between poetry and criticism, and between creativity and theory, are a lot less fixed than they may 
seem. The book is revelatory, solemn yet at times hilarious, and genuinely written to inspire - or perhaps provoke - 
creativity and thought.


